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On Jan. 23, the Haitian government prohibited radio stations from carrying foreign news about
Haiti or broadcasting reports "likely to incite agitation." In recent days, local stations have relayed
statements by exiled opposition leaders broadcast by Radio France Internationale and the Voice
of America. The Information Ministry also told radio stations to check with it to confirm the
"exactness" of any local news reports before broadcasting them. The communique also requires
provincial news reports be pre-recorded rather than live. AP cited Raymond Exume, news director
of the Protestant church-run Radio Lumiere, as saying he was "astonished" by the communique. He
said the station would stop giving local news. Radio Soleil, run by the Roman Catholic church, also
said it would cease broadcasting local news. State-run television and radio reported international
condemnation of the government's action, but said the state of siege and expulsions were justified
by "destabilizing activities" by the political opposition. The governments of France, Canada
and the US issued statements protesting the Haitian government's actions. Relatives said police
arrested Antoine Izmery, 45, one of Haiti's main importers and a vocal critic of Lt. Gen. Prosper
Avril's government, and told him he would be deported. In statements broadcast on state-run TV
Tuesday night, Interior and Defense Minister Brig.Gen. Fritz Romulus said that the opposition
leaders and militants deported, beaten and arrested over the weekend had "maintained a climate
of tension...and poisoned the atmosphere." Romulus justified the arrests and deportations of
conservative leader Hubert de Ronceray; Dr. Louis Roy, co-author of the constitution; Communist
Party deputy leader Max Bourjolly and leftist militant Abby Brun, saying they "got into the habit
of insulting the head of state." All had denounced human rights abuses by Avril's government
and insisted that he resign. The minister said those exiled could return in time for presidential
elections scheduled for October. He did not specify a date, nor did he mention if they would be
permitted to campaign. On Jan. 24, US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler described
the censorship measures as "a blatant assault on basic civil liberties." She called on the Haitian
government "to rescind its emergency measures." Next, the spokesperson stated that unless the
deported opposition leaders and others "are allowed to participate safely and fully in the electoral
process, the elections will not be credible." Soldiers warned peddlers to get off the streets by 3 p.m.
in Port-au-Prince. In the ensuing confusion, pedestrians and vehicle drivers fled the downtown
business districts. According to witnesses cited by AP, shopkeepers rolled down their steel shutters,
and peddlers vanished. The downtown area was nearly deserted by 4 p.m. The Chamber of
Commerce and the Association of Haitian Industries denounced the crackdown. President Prosper
Avril was urged to "appeal to reason." Chamber president Ludovic Louisdhon told AP: "We are
not politicians. We are businessmen and concerned citizens defending fundamental human rights.
Banishment is a crime against humanity." Izmery, a member of the Union to Honor and Respect the
Constitution (UHRC), was sent to Miami. The government accused him of treason for having sent
a telegram on Jan. 15 to the president of Taiwan, where Gen. Avril was on an official visit, warning
him that the Haitian people would not recognize any agreement reached by the two leaders. Louis
Roy, another UHRC member, also signed the telegram and he was deported to Miami on Jan. 21.
(Basic data from AP, 01/23/90, 01/24/90; AFP, 01/24/90)
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